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The Merus Adventure Trail rating system is based on the technical trail rating system 
used by OnXOffroad, the Red Rock 4-Wheelers in Moab and those in place at parks like 
Sand Hollow in Utah.  The system uses colors to indicate recommended driver skill 
levels and individual numbers to describe the difficulty level of a particular trail.  At 
Merus we provide vehicle modification recommendations as well.

Based on the tight terrain at Merus, drivers of longer wheelbase vehicles (Gladiator, 
Tacoma and full-size pick-ups) may find trails to be more difficult than the ratings 
indicate.  Full-size pickups are not recommended on Advanced, Highly Experienced or 
Extreme Trails.

As always weather and sudden erosion can drastically change the difficulty of a trail or 
obstacle.  Despite our recommendations it is imperative that drivers know their skill 
level and their vehicles capabilities based on the conditions they find themselves in. 

Trail Rating System
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Advanced / Difficult Trails
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Advanced Off-camber trail with deep holes and large rocks that 
may exceed axle height. Expect erosion, loose rocks, sand, 
washes, shelves, and deep mud holes. Obstacles and ledges up to 
5 feet, and near-vertical grades 8-10 feet tall. Potential for water 
crossings with strong currents. Caution: Vehicle damage and roll-
overs are possible.
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Advanced Off-camber trail with deep holes and large rocks that may 
exceed axle height. Expect erosion, loose rocks, sand, washes, 
shelves, and deep mud holes. Obstacles and ledges up to 6 feet, 
and near-vertical grades 12-14 feet tall. Potential for deep water 
crossings with strong currents. Caution: Vehicle damage and roll-
overs are very possible.

These roads and trails are for the most advanced off-roaders only. 
Off-camber trail with deep holes and large rocks that may exceed 
axle height. Expect erosion, loose rocks, sand, washes, shelves, 
and deep mud holes. Obstacles and ledges up to 8 feet and near-
vertical grades 15-18 feet tall. Potential for deep water crossings 
with strong currents. Caution: Vehicle damage and roll-overs are 
likely.

Highly Experienced Trails

HIGHLY EXPERIENCED
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Extreme caution! Recommended only for very experienced 
off-roaders with heavily modified vehicles. Severe grades 
and off-camber terrain. Expect obstacles exceeding 10 feet 
and near-vertical grades over 18 feet. Caution: Vehicle 
damage and roll-overs are extremely likely.

Extreme Trails
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Trail Descriptions

West Rim
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Park Road West
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Route Description: Park Road West extends 
along the western boundary of Merus Adventure 
Park. Traveling south from the Merus entrance you 
will gain access to the Merus Test Track, the Arch 
Cabins, Boondock RV sites, remote camping at 
Camp Point, Eagle Point and East Rise. This road 
also leads to Merus 101 and the Drop-in, our 
green level access into the canyon. In the early 
morning and evening hours look closely and you 
will find herds of mule deer and aoudad sheep 
grazing in the brush along the road. 

Route Difficulty : Suitable for stock 2WD vehicles 
to the Camp Point Trail. Travel on this road past 
Camp Point Trail requires a high clearance 4X4 
vehicle and an off-road vehicle park pass.

There is a short, steep v-notched section of sandy 
and rocky trail past Camp Point Trail that may 
require 4WD to negotiate.

Getting There: The trail leads south from the 
front of the Merus Adventure Park office

Side Trips off this Trail: Truck Point Trail and the 
Bungalow, the Merus Test Track, Arch Cabins, 
Camp Point Trail & campsites, Eagle Point, 
Sidewinder Trail, Merus 101, East Rise Trail and 
Campsites.

Notable: All of the canyon rim camping and 
cabins are accessible from this trail

Length & Time to Run:  2.4 Miles / 15 minutes



Cut Through

1

Route Description :  The Cut Through is a short 
access road that connects Park Road West, Park 
Road North, the Hilltop Festival camping area and 
trailheads for several mountain bike trails.  The 
road avoids congestion around the Merus front 
office and ranch complex by bypassing the area to 
the south of the Sunrise Rim Cabins.

Route Difficulty: This trail is largely well-packed 
dirt with a few bumps.  Accessible by 2WD 
vehicles

Getting There:  The Cut Through connects Park 
Road North to Park Road West, bypassing the 
Merus ranch complex and traffic at the entrance 
gate. There is a parallel road to the Cut Through 
that services the RV sites and Sunrise Cabins. 
Please avoid this trail unless you are a guest 
staying in them.

Side Trips off this Trail: The Cut Through 
connects Park Road North to Park Road West, to 
the RV sites and Sunrise Cabins and the Hilltop 
Festival camping area.

Notable: Watch for deer. This is a favorite 
hangout.

Length & Time to Run:  .66 miles / 5 minutes



Truck Point Trail
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Route Description :  Truck Point Trail will take a 
driver on a short drive through some of the more 
recent history of the ranch that makes up Merus 
Adventure Park.  Named Truck Point for the 1950's 
era trucks that were abandoned near the road, the 
trail winds around a loop where one can find a 
stash of old cedar logs recovered from the canyon 
that at one time were destined to be fence posts.

Route Difficulty: This trail is largely well-packed 
dirt with a few bumps.  Accessible by 2WD 
vehicles

Getting There: Take Park Road West from the 
Merus office and turn left onto the Truck Point 
Trail. 

Side Trips off this Trail: Just after turning onto 
Truck Point Trail is the beginning of the infamous 
Merus Test Track.  Further down the trail is an exit 
that provides access to the Lookout Bungalow.

Notable: Visiting Merus overnight? Consider a 
stay in the Lookout Bungalow on the canyon's 
edge.

Length & Time to Run: .35 miles / 5 minutes





Test Track Black Lane

Route Description : The black lane extension of 
the Test Track is purpose built to replicate the 
conditions found on the level 7/8 trails at Merus.  
The tighter turns and steep moguls will test 
suspension travel while the short hills will test 
ground clearance and breakover angles.  This is a 
must run lane for anyone who is unsure of their 
driving or their rig's ability to handle the tougher 
trails at Merus.

Route Difficulty: This portion of the Test Track is 
designed to replicate the conditions found on the 
Level 7 & 8 trail at Merus. The turns are tighter, 
sharper and steeper than those on the blue lane.  
Lockers may be required to get around some of 
the sharper, steeper turns.

Getting There: Turn left off the blue lane of the 
Test Track just after the off-camber hill test.  The 
black lane will return you to the blue lane just 
before the v-notch descents.

Side Trips off this Trail: None

Notable: Be prepared to rescue your high-
centered trail mates!

Length & Time to Run: .2 miles / 20 minutes
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Sidewinder

Route Description :  Sidewinder provides 
stunning views along the canyon rim while also 
giving a rig and driver a substantial workout. 
Immediately after turning off Park Road West and 
onto the trail drivers hit the first mogul, which is 
just an introduction to what's to come.   Winding 
through mesquite brush trees along a series of 
very tight turns with dips and hills built into them, 
this trail will give longer wheel-based vehicles a 
challenge. Before merging onto Merus 101 at the 
end of the trail is a steep decline then a sharp turn 
into an incline with a two-foot wall to climb on 
one side.  For a change of pace this trail can be 
run in reverse, starting from Merus 101.

Route Difficulty: This trail has lots of tight turns 
and short moguls that will stretch the suspension 
system on any vehicle.  Longer wheelbase 
vehicles will need to make three point turns from 
time to time.  A steep decline that turns a corner 
into a short hill with a 2-foot rock wall to one side 
marks the end of the trail.

Getting There: Take Park Road West from the 
Merus office and turn left onto Sidewinder just 
past the v-notch.

Side Trips off this Trail: None

Notable: Canyon views!

Length & Time to Run: 1.54 miles / 35 minutes
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Merus 101

Route Description :  Merus 101 is a 4.5-mile trail 
that runs most of the length of Merus Adventure 
Park.  Starting with a breathtaking drop into the 
canyon at the Drop-in, Merus 101 winds its way 
through the geological history of Palo Duro 
Canyon.  Clearly present are the signs of the 
destructive power of nature that created the 
canyon over thousands of years.  The trail has 
plenty of short ledges and steep, short climbs and 
drops as it crosses the Salt Fork Creek multiple 
times.  After a rain, the trail can be slick, and the 
creek crossings wet or muddy.

Route Difficulty: Merus 101 is famous for the 
"Drop-In."  A steep (21 degree), rock/sand/gravel 
path that is the gateway to the canyon floor.  The 
Drop-In will get your heart pumping for both the 
steep grade and the breathtaking views on the 
way down.  The rest of the trail is full of short, 
steep climbs and tight, rocky steps that will give 
your suspension a workout.

Getting There: Travel south along Park Road West 
to the left turn to Merus 101

Side Trips off this Trail: Trails accessible from 
Merus 101:  Deep Creek, Northbound, Salt Fork 
Sections 1 & 2, Middle Earth, Huckleberry, 
Sagissor Blue & Black, 101 Loop Back, Carnage 
and the Back 40

Notable: The Drop-in!

Length & Time to Run: 4.5 miles / 40 minutes
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Trail Descriptions

North Rim
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https://www.perspectivepacing.com/
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